


In this edition of the Island Sailing club we look back over 
the past year from last year’s glorious summer to this 
year and the forthcoming open day. We had a number of 
successful events from the longest day race to another 
trip down to Hayling Island. The Winter has been rather 
wet and we have seen once sailing made difficult by the 
high waters which encroached onto the spit. This did not 
deter sailing but made launching and recovery 
interesting. On the other hand, it was nice to be able to 
sail on parts of the lake without the worry of the 
centreboard bottoming. We now hope for another 
summer like the last one and another successful year. 

 



The longest day race was its usual success and
led to a very close finish in calculated time. The 
teams were as follows:  

Team 1   Team 2 
GP1 GP2 
Geoff Planner  Maggie 
Mark T   John Beech 
James   Angus 
Catherine  John T 
 
Team 3   Team 4 
GP3   Laser 
Bill   Mike 
David   Marek 
Rose   Ian W 
Ashley 
 

Apart from the laser team, all the rest of the 
teams decided to use the club GP14’s. It was 
decided as last year to be a 4 hour race. The 
race was a close affair which included some of 
the new members which was good to see. 

It was a close race and Geoff Planner’s team 
won on paper by a second from the laser team. 
This led to an inquest in the laser team, but it 
was undecided whether they had too much for 
breakfast (for lightness) or not enough (to keep 
the boat flat for speed). Anyway 
congratulations go to Team 1. 

 



The jolly boys’ and girls’ outing continued this year 
with another successful trip to Hayling Island. The 
day was a mixture of what felt like extreme sports 
at times and ideal sailing. This year as you can see 
from the group photo a lot more members were 
involved. Even the club safety boat got an outing. 

We all met up in the morning to set sail about 
eleven. Geoff Planner had agreed to play Mother 
Goose for us once again in his cruiser, although 
this year we also had the club safety boat, which 
started off the day as a luggage tender. East Head 
beach was our destination, and the trip down was 
definitely an interesting experience. The wind was 
good if a little high (touching 20 mph at times!) 
and since it was blowing against the tide it was 
very choppy. The boats flew along in the brisk 
wind and at times it felt like an extreme sport as 
we crashed through the waves. Last year we got 
wet from rain - this year it was from flying spray. 
Some helms were lucky to have good cover in 
front of them from the crew which added to their 

usefulness as now not only do they take the blame 
for anything that went wrong but proved to be a 
good spray shield as well. [Co-editor’s note: Funny, 
I don’t recall the RYA handbook mentioning that as 
part of the crew’s duty!] Some of the less 
experienced sailors found the trip down rather 
challenging, but to their credit they all coped with 
the conditions very well, albeit with a few 
interesting moments! In fact it was lucky that the 
safety boat was not needed, as under these 
conditions and with the added weight of the 
luggage, the safety boat struggled more than we 
did, until Geoff came to its rescue. After offloading 
the luggage to Geoff the boat made better 
headway although it still struggled. With hindsight, 
we really needed a bigger outboard motor to cope 
with the conditions.  

 



Sunday 29 September – A brisk breeze may have put off some 
potential Laser sailors, but three hardy souls took up the 
challenge.  With both the new Lasers sporting 4.7 sails, and 
the old Laser also rigged as a 4.7, Ian Wickens, Bill Taylor and 
Mark Dyer battled it out for the new trophy kindly donated by 
John Beech.  Ian Wickens brought home the silverware, and 
Nigel’s family provided a delicious array of cakes for the post-
race refreshments. 

 

2014 saw the revival of the Brass Monkeys race which is 
normally held on 1st January. Last year the race failed to take 
place due to all the snow preventing the event. It took so long 
and was so late in the year the Monkeys were thinking of 
donning their sunglasses and Bermuda shorts in the summery 
climate, so the race was abandoned. This year, despite not 
happening on the normal day, the race took place on the 12th 
January. Congratulations go to Geoff Planner who saw off all 
the competition to win. 

 

Everyone eventually made the beach and 
anchored up, although the RS Vision wanted to 
do more sailing and made a bid for freedom 
which needed recovery. We all spent a few 
hours sitting in the glorious sunshine drying 
ourselves out, enjoying our sandwiches and 
some having a swim. A few decided to head 
off through the dunes on foot to the 
Witterings to search for the holy grail (ice 
cream), and returned much happier having 
fulfilled the task. The tide had turned during 
the lunch break and the wind had dropped 
slightly, making the sail back a much more 
civilised affair, although there was still enough 
wind to get a good sail on. We arrived back at 
Northney slightly earlier than planned and had 
to find a channel deep enough to allow us to 
make the slipway, as the tide was still low. We 
all managed it and we packed the boats up and 
travelled back, all content with a good day out. 

 



On Sunday 22 September, a 
number of members travelled to 
Goring Sailing Club to race. This is 
a traditional event that happens 
when it can be arranged.  

 

Last time we were victorious and 
were hoping to be successful 
again, although this time we were 
without Mike Jeffries who won it 
for us last time.  The race took 
place on a beautiful autumn day 
and in an idyllic location. Some of 
our members - Geoff Planner 
(Solo), John Thackery (Lark) and 
Dave and Rose Blake (Versa) - 

brought their own boats and 
everyone else borrowed boats 
from Goring who kindly set them 
up for us ready to use. The main 
worry was the lack of wind, 
although for the races there was 
enough to get a number of laps in.  

 

Two races took place and despite 
the efforts of Geoff Planner who 
carried the main challenge, Goring 
carried off an emphatic win. 
Despite the loss, the weather was 
fantastic for the time of year and 
with the hospitality of Goring who 
we would like to thank, it was great 
day out. 

 



Last year 16 members were trained in
eight assorted courses; RYA Level-1 and
Level-2, Assistant Instructor, Powerboat
levels 1 and 2 and First Aid. Four of these
members did two courses and one did
three! Thanks go to all 16 members for
agreeing to be trained and to the club’s
instructors who make it happen.

RYA Inspection

We did well in the October inspection . In
last year’s inspection there were 13 items
on the to-do list that I was given by the
inspector. This time there are just 4! They
are admin type items that concern
procedures. The two that concern members
directly are the introduction of a near
misses book and an extended boats fault
list.

The RYA would like a near-misses book
introduced so that we keep records of
incidents where we got away with
something. We are expected to learn from
such incidents because next time we may
not be so lucky. The best place for such a
record is at the back of the accident book
and I’ll be circulating some instructions
soon.

The extended boat faults book is an
attempt to keep a longer record than the list
on the whiteboard. When a fault has been
dealt with, we currently rub out the entry on
the whiteboard and move on but we don’t
know if a particular boat is breaking down

more than others. If one of the club boats is
breaking down more frequently than others
we can do something about it etc. Again, I’ll
write some instructions soon.

It might seem a bit like top-heavy admin but
the RYA are trying to make their affiliated
clubs safer and more fun to be in, which
seems to me to be a laudable aim.

Those two new Lasers….

The two new lasers are being used quite
often. Both have been out on the lake and
both rigs have been used on both boats.
(They both came with a 4.7 and Radial
rigs). We had all three club Lasers on the
lake on Laser Day! We met the Sport
England target on us of finding nine new
participants in exchange for the grant that
they gave us. All we have to do now is to
try and use the extra Lasers to tempt more
new members into the club.

New Instructors

I’m always on the lookout for new
instructors. Having a pool of them means
that we can share the instructing load when
we run courses. I’m hoping to train four
members this year as Assistant Instructors.
I’d also like a few more powerboat drivers,
a few of whom I’d like to be Safety Boat
drivers as well. If any members think that
they might like to help new members by
being instructors, please let me know.

Bill Taylor
Training Principal



Skittles	Evening	
Skittle Evening was a fun affair. Three captains 
were chosen: John Beech, Melanie Wickens and 
Rose Blake, with around 10 people in each 
team. Three games were played with each 
person taking a turn to get as many skittles 
down as possible. There were many great shots 
and some even greater gaffes. Over the three 
games John Beech’s team won. 

It was then decided to have a game of killer, 
and after looking for volunteers to be human 
skittles, but with no one coming forward, it was 
decided to stick to the more traditional version. 
Everyone had one ball on for their go and had 
to knock at least one skittle down. The pins 
were not reset until all the pins were down, and 
if you were unlucky you had only one pin to aim 
for. Every time you missed you lost one life. You 
had three lives and once you lost them all you 
were out. This carried on until there was just 
one person left. The Game was won eventually 
by Bill Taylor who took the Pot. 

Summer	Party	
The Annual Summer Party was a lovely summer 
evening. The party as always was ably organized 
by Maggie and her helpers, with everyone 
contributing to the food.  At the end of the 
evening the guests were treated to a karaoke-
style ABBA sing-along. Well done ladies, and 
Danny - thank you for the music!  

 

The club Christmas carols was on 15th December 

The Christmas Carols was the usual success with 
Danny Walsh accompanied by Melanie Wickens 
(Flute) and Catherine Britton (Recorder). Tom Lori 
Kindly provided the direction. Mulled wine and the 
food went down very well as well. Luke Savin also 
received a well-deserved reward for his efforts at 
Island Sailing club which are very much appreciated.  



May 2014 Wet Suits Optional

Sun 4 12.00 May Day Series 1 14.00 15.30
May Day

Series

Mon 5 12.00 May Day Series 4 14.00 15.30
May Day

Series

Mon 5 11.00 Family Open Day 16.00

Sun 11 12.00 Single Handed Open 14.00 15.30
Spring

Series

Wed 14 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 Sunset 20.44

Sun 18
Goring Invitation Day at

ISCR/Spring Series 15 14.00 15.30
Spring

Series

Wed 21 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 20.54

Sun 25 12.00 Spring Bank Holiday 1 14.00 15.30

Mon 26 12.00 Spring Bank Holiday 4 14.00 15.30

Tues 27 Half Term

Wed 28 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.03

June 2014 Wet Suits Optional

Sun 1 12.00 Early Summer Series 1 14.00 15.30

Early
Summer
Series

Wed 4 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.11

Sun 8 12.00 Early Summer Series 4 14.00 15.30

Early
Summer
Series

Wed 11 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.17

Sun 15 12.00 Early Summer Series
Fathers'

Day 7 14.00 16.00

Early
Summer
Series

Wed 18 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.21

Sun 22 10.00 Longest Day Race

Wed 25 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.22

Sat 28 0830 Work Party 19.00

Sun 29 12.00 Early Summer Series 10 14.00 16.00

Early
Summer
Series

July 2014 Wet Suits Optional

Wed 2 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.20

Sat 5 19.30

Sun 6 12.00 Early Summer Series 13 14.00 15.30

Early
Summer
Series

Wed 9 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.17

Sat 12
SUMMER
PARTY

Sun 13 12.00 Early Summer Series 16 14.00 15.30

Early
Summer
Series

Wed 16 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.10

Sun 20 12.00 B & D Trophy 1 14.00 15.30
Summer
Series

Wed 23 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 21.02

Sun 27 12.00 Summer Series 4 14.00 15.30
Summer
Series



Wed 30 Wednesday
Evening

improvers 18.00 sunset 20.52

Aug 2014 Wet Suits Optional

Sat 2

Sun 3 11.00

Sat 9 AWAYDAY AWAYDAY

Sun 10 12.00 Summer Series 7 14.00 15.30
Summer
Series

Sun 17 12.00 Summer Series 10 14.00 15.30
Summer
Series

Sun 24 12.00 Summer Bank Holiday Series 1 14.00 15.30

Mon 25 12.00 Summer Bank Holiday Series 4 14.00 15.30

Sun 31 12.00 Autumn Series 1 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Sept 2014 Wet Suits Optional

Sun 7 11.00 Commodore's Day 4 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Sun 14 12.00 Laser Day 4 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Sun 21 Goring Invitation Day 14.00 at Goring

Sun 28 12.00 (Junior) Sewmaster Trophy 7 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Oct 2014 Wet Suits Recommended

Sun 5 12.00 Crewed Open 10 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Sat 11 8.00 Work Party 12.00

Sun 12 12.00 Autumn Series 13 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Sun 19 12.00 Autumn Series 16 14.00 15.30
Autumn
Series

Sat 25

Sun 26 clocks change 2AM

Sun 26 12.00 Winter Series 1 14.00
Winter
Series

Mon 27 Half Term

Nov 2014 Wet Suits Compulsory

Sun 2 12.00 Winter Series 3 14.00
Winter
Series

Sun 9 12.00 Winter Series 5 14.00
Winter
Series

Sun 16 12.00 Winter Series 7 14.00
Winter
Series

Sun 23 12.00 Winter Series 9 14.00
Winter
Series

Sun 30 12.00 Winter Series 11 14.00
Winter
Series

Dec 2014 Wet Suits Compulsory

Sat 6
Annual Dinner and
prizegiving

Sun 7 12.00 Winter Series 13 14.00
Winter
Series

Sun 14 12.00 Winter Series 15 14.00
Carol Singing
after sailing

Sun 21
Members free to sail but
no duty crew


